Fluoridation of the public supply started in Anglesey in November 1955 following acceptance by the county council of an invitation to participate in the UK trials.' At first, part only of the distribution was fluoridated, supplying about 40% of the population, the intention being that the rest of the county drawing water from the same source would serve as a control area. With the extension of the mains network, by the early 1960s approximately half the population were using fluoridated water. After the publication of the first report on the trials2 the county council decided to extend the measure to the remaining areas so that by 1966 the whole population was being supplied with fluoridated water with the exception of a few isolated dwellings. Apart compared with an increase of 29% in the numbers under 65 years. An unknown number of these new elderly residents would already have been treated for cancer while others would, so to speak, be "incubating" malignant disease; a fatal outcome in both these groups could not be attributed to fluoridation. Consequently, as an indication of a possible risk of cancer death from fluoridation, mortality levels in Anglesey (1979-83) 
Conclusion
It is never possible statistically to "prove" a negative proposition. Indeed, "in principle it is impossible to prove a negative with any study of finite size".17 The reports claiming that an association exists contain G Wynne Griffith such a multitude of faults in the collection and analysis of data as to make the allegations untenable. On the other hand, the consistency with which negative results have emerged in different populations in several countries increases confidence that water fluoridation is unrelated to cancer mortality.
